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Newest technology
keeps dating-service
. businesses buzzing

By B Briggs

Dwrrewe Po Sl Worner
magine all the techne-fire-
power revved o full throd-
Lie every day and most
mights, jest to find you &

Bqueee
Start with massive lbrar-
ies of videolapes and com-
puter banks that can scan
miles of profiles to find a maiched
met (the oaly two A
kid-loving, God-learing,
tennis-playing druids in Doaglas
County, for example]

Add to that 500 Web sites de-

wummmmn,rgn-
gles, and hundreds of 1-900-DA’

ME limes oo which you can “press 1™
Lo meel & redhesd or 4" W bond
with a blond

Humars haver't eaed this moch
people-traciing machinery since Lhe
spy satellite search for terrorist Ona-
ma Bin Laden. Of course, all these

—— e

son char ol U0 punpolal an
muww- outlaw but to
vices /&l bag you some
— iHawm—or
maybe just & dinner companion for
Saturday nighi

“Tt k=l as trite e |t somnds,™ says
Michele Fields, the owner of Hon

Jour, Inc, “because I you put two
ﬁw mq‘uwmm"md
in-lrwa,

eren pets

Fiedchn shwoutld imnerw . In ber 11
years as o matchmaker, ber intl-
ke work has spawned b mar-
riages (and oo divoroes, s sdda)

The dating mervioe (ndustry s
alive and well in Desver, bat over
ithe yeary it has evoived into & weird
blend of post-disco-sra video clubs
Lthat thee meeat market W yoar
VCR, and pre-Depressioc-syle
matchmakers who presch courtahip
and abstinence. Vel It all coatinoes
to thrive ke 8 modern-dey doleom
venture

There are services for stralght
womes and gay men, for Jewiah pec-
ple and borp-agals Christians, even
lor old guys who loag for young Fus-
sian babes

In leci, bere are perhaps the two
mowt distani poles of the Denver dat-

plane:

B AL Maick Made [n Heaven s
Greepwood Village service that
urpea clienis o engage only in kis-
ming and handholding for 12 months,
owner Earla Griffis saye “This bs
for people who are behind the ldes of
courtahip, who want to find & mar-
riage parinership If you're trying to
find & bot woman w have sex with,
hat's pod what my service pro-
wides ®

B At Social [ntroductions, an aulo-
e, “ronfidential™ eretem thai

ey voioe mallbozes
to match people, cas-
tosmsers mse their

eredibly picky aboul
who they will take. Grif-
fin's business, (or exam-
ple, only caters o edu-
caled men who
“generally make six fig-
ures;” and the women
“have Lo be attractive or
else my guys won't wani
o date them. ™

Cribvers take just aboul
nnybody with room oo
lsin or ber credit card
And If you take them st
{thedr word, people in the dating-service (-
dustry are making oat better than Fonrie
ot Inspiration Polat

By totaling their membership rosters
isome 30,000 members in the Mile High
City) and mmitiplying that by the groups"
sated fees (a3 much as §1,000 a year per
member, plus mare in individual match-
making charges), we can estimale that lo-
cal basinesses are grossing at leas: §25 mil-
biom & year

And Uhere's lols mare ou the borizon o
you consider that Lhal America pow bas 80
million mmmarried sdults, and the national
divarce rate s 45 percent

That's why those [amiliar with the [ndus-
iry counsel polential customers Lo shop
carefully when they're looking for love

For siarters, be wary of the fly-by-night
pature of the industry. (Al least 25 of the
dating services listed by the Denver Better
Baziness FBureat have pooe ander o Lhe
:l’n years). Beyond that, be on guard

over cragferaled memberghip mur-

ber, hidden foe and bard sedls

“These cont & ot of money, and I've only
known ate persor whoe sctnally pol mar-
irhedd to momebody she el through » dating
service ™ srys Diane o singie Desver woo-
m i e 3 who bas met mes throagh

Pinass dns [TATIENT 7 9T

Best dating-service advice: Be care

By BE Brigg
(v Bt Sam* werie
OME AMD GET IT, the ad announces
SV, sarly 405, seeking preity. trim woman for ro-
macre and loog walks | am bandeome and well
drmmod
Diom et o It, claims & veteran of the Denver personals
“They all cxaggeruis oo the physical stull,” says Disne. &
thirtysometing weman who works io e medics) field and whe
b torred br Une cdammifieds for belp finding o boyfriend
Orver the pant comple of years, she anywered Lhree ads placed
ir Wemtword dabed b mer for 8 while and Lhes wrote off Lhe
whiie erperimce 8 § gnguler faiurs
=7 wauhde”. do K spaie. = Disse 50y "7 don®t teink peopie are

very truthful in these ads. 1 think Uwey have Lhia [s
they woald |lke Lo come across, bow they appear |
amad i1 just jsn't Uhe reality of 3.

All three ads said the men were handsame anc
And the plain truth?

“Complelely avernge and had no clue ™

Away from te well-worn worlds of video intro
viots and ooe-00-00¢ malchmanng L persatsl
o Mourish, and dinner dates first hatched in Web
are becoming & comemon staple of the maghes Life

While Diane has rwoen of! Lhe personals becals
ber with ~s workaholic. s medicaisd bipolar and
who Lied abou! his age and bow ofusn be'd been m

Passe &




